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Raising awareness of language and communication skills in the classroom
An activity for older primary or secondary students
[bookmark: _Hlk80978103]Aim: to raise awareness of the importance of language and communication skills and Developmental Language Disorder.
General instructions
1. Give each child a map – Printable at the end of this document. 
2. Read the instructions below. If students ask questions or look confused tell them to ‘keep listening’, ‘stay focussed’ ‘try harder’ etc but do not repeat the instructions. 
3. After the task, set aside some time for discussion. 
Instructions to be read to students 
“You are on holiday In Nairobi, Kenya. Your friend has invited you to a smart restaurant, but when you get to the restaurant you are told that it is booked out. Your friend has booked another great restaurant and is waiting for you there. The roaming charges are very high and so your friend insists giving you instructions over the phone. You have a map to help you. Draw the path on the map so you can use it when you drive there. 
Follow as your friend gives you instructions. All you need to do is to listen to these instructions. 
‘You are at Maiwimbi Seafood Restaurant on Kijabe Street. All you need to do is find Kijabe Steet on the map. 
Keep listening.
Turn right out of the restaurant and head along Kijabe Street to the roundabout. Head down the slip road (which is very short) and immediately left into Moi Avenue. Then right into Kenyatta Avenue.
That’s it. Keep following the directions.
Take the 9th right, which I can’t remember the name of it, but it becomes Milmani Road. 

Stay focussed.
Turn left into Dennis Pritt Road. Go down there for a bit and then turn right into Cotton Avenue. Cross over Oloiktoktok Road into Olenguruone Road. At the T-junction, turn left, and the restaurant is there on the left. It is called Pallet Café. I’ll have a cool drink waiting for you.’
You should be there at Pallet Café if you listened hard enough”.
Discussion points
· What was that like? How successful were they at following the instructions?

· What did that feel like?

· Did ‘keep listening, stay focussed and follow the directions’ help you at all? Why not?

· I did not support you, but what could/ should I have done to help you understand? Discuss which strategies would have helped most. Of these strategies what are ones that help in regular lessons. 

· Imagine that you had a condition called Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) and every lesson was a bit like this and you found it hard to understand instructions. How would you feel like by the end of the day? 

· Play the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwOfkj0dj_0 for students to gain a greater insight into DLD. 
For your information: these instructions do match this map.
The starting point at Kijabe Street is located above ‘NAIROBI’ on the centre right of the page, just below the river in the park. 
Pallet Café is located on the left-hand side of the map. Find ‘Lavington’ and follow James Gichuru Road down until it meets Olenguruone Road. 
Pallett Café will be on your left. According to TripAdvisor Maiwimbi Seafood Restaurant and Pallet Café are two of the most popular restaurants in Nairobi. 
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