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[DATE}
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Research shows that many children with trouble learning at school or communicating with others have an undiagnosed condition called DLD.
Imagine making a new friend, learning a new subject, or negotiating yourself out of a tough spot if your ability to use or understand language were a life-long challenge.
On average 2 students in every class of 30 have a neurodevelopmental condition called Developmental Language Disorder or DLD.
Friday 15 of October 2021 is DLD Awareness Day and this year’s campaign is asking teachers to #ThinkLanguage #ThinkDLD. The goal is to increase the early identification of DLD and support for students at school. 
People with DLD are 6 times more likely to suffer from anxiety and 3 times more likely to have clinical depression. They are also at significant risk of struggling with reading, spelling and mathematics. Although DLD is a common condition affecting many areas of life, children with DLD are unlikely to receive access to services.
Shelbi, young adult with DLD: “It wasn’t just a “delay” for me and I never “outgrew” or “caught up”. Just like many people; my DLD was never identified nor was my difficulties were further investigated. DLD is a life condition; early identification and support is key to supporting those with DLD to manage everyday life.”
Spoken language is the lifeblood of the classroom. It underpins all learning, relationships and mental health, from the very beginning to the very end of school. Most students thrive in this rich learning environment, but for some, listening and talking can be overwhelming.
Jessica, a 12-year-old student with DLD: “I would like my teachers to know that I may lose focus more easily than others and some tasks may take longer. If I’m ever picked on to speak up in class, I have trouble finding words from my head, so I may stutter a lot or just keep quiet.”
Raising Awareness of Developmental Language Disorder (RADLD) is an international organization working to grow awareness of DLD, a hidden but common condition. 
One teacher can change a student’s life by spotting their challenges with language. RADLD is asking teachers to keep an eye out, and whenever they see a student struggling with learning, #ThinkLanguage #ThinkDLD. 
Sam, teacher: “If teachers are repeatedly saying things like 'they just don't listen', then perhaps children need a language assessment. I would like teachers to realise that there is a high probability that somebody in their class has DLD and that these students are working REALLY hard to understand everything.”
Students with DLD can succeed at school when they are identified and access the right support. But first they need our help. Teachers can download a FREE Teacher’s Kit in celebration of DLD Awareness Day at RADLD.ORG.
OR
[PERSONALISE WITH YOUR OWN STORY/ PROMOTE EVENT/ORGANISATION EDITABLE PARAGRAPH]
{You/organisation name} in {Insert location} has joined the campaign to raise awareness of DLD due to {add your ‘why’ for being involved here which hopefully includes a local angle on how DLD is impacting your community/life}. {Add what you will be doing to raise awareness here and how the media can get involved such as attend an event, call for an interview, receive photos/video from the event}.
OR
[PERSONALISE WITH INFORMATION ABOUT LANDMARKS LIGHTING UP CLOSE TO YOU & HOW THE MEDIA CAN GET INVOLVED.]
This year, the world is lighting up purple and yellow to boost awareness of DLD globally. RADLD can confirm that more than 80 landmarks are scheduled to shine bright on or around Friday 15 October 2021.
-ENDS-
For more information contact:
[Insert contact name] - [Light Up Event Organiser/Other relevant title]
[Organisation if appropriate]
[Contact details – Ideally Email & Mobile]
For media enquiries:
Shaun Ziegenfusz | hello@radld.org.au 
· WEBSITE: www.radld.org 
· FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/radld.page
· TWITTER: https://twitter.com/RADLDcam 
· YOUTUBE: https://www.youtube.com/user/RALLIcampaign
ABOUT DLD AWARENESS DAY
Developmental Language Disorder Awareness Day, now in its fifth year, is celebrated annually around the world with more than 40 countries involved last year. Support DLD Awareness Day by sharing this year’s #ThinkLanguage #ThinkDLD awareness videos (due for release in early October) and/or hold an event at your workplace or in the community. Visit www.RADLD.org to access our awareness raising resources including downloadable posters and fact sheets.
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