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[DATE}

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SAVE THE DATE: ‘DLD Around the World announced as the theme for international #DLDday on Friday 20th October 2023 to raise awareness of Developmental Language Disorder (DLD).
Developmental Language Disorder is a hidden but common lifelong disability that affects 1 in 14 people causing difficulties understanding and using language for no known reason.

The 2023 DLDDAY theme is DLD Around the World, highlighting that DLD affects people around the world regardless of age, gender, language spoken or ethnicity. Speaking more than one language does not cause DLD. In fact, people with DLD can learn multiple languages. DLD is a neurodevelopmental condition affecting how the brain processes language, so it makes sense that we find it in every country and every language.
Raising Awareness of Developmental Language Disorder (RADLD), the peak body who coordinate international DLDDAY are advocating for increased recognition and support for people with DLD across their lifespan. 

“People with DLD are 6 times more likely to suffer from anxiety and 3 times more likely to have clinical depression. They are also at significant risk of struggling with reading, spelling and mathematics. Although DLD is a common condition affecting many areas of life, people with DLD are unlikely to receive access to services,” said Stephen Parsons, Chairperson of RADLD.

“We’re asking organisations that work in the health and education sectors to help us get the word out about DLD and the significant and ongoing impact a DLD diagnosis has.

Developmental Language Disorder Day (#DLDday), now in its seventh year, is celebrated annually around the world with more than 40 countries involved. This year, over 80 global landmarks scheduled to light up in purple and yellow on or around Friday 20th October 2023. 
Increased awareness of DLD can reduce social stigmatisation and improve access to specialist and support services. Supporting DLDDay can be as simple as visiting the RADLD social media channels and sharing this year’s Growing with DLD awareness video (due for release in early October) with your networks. You may also like to write a blog about DLD to share with your community. We have several downloadable posters, social media memes and fact sheets available at WWW.RADLD.ORG. 
Contact the RADLD team at hello@radld.org to discuss opportunities to collaborate on DLDDay awareness raising initiatives.
-ENDS-
Learn more about DLDDAY, DLD & RADLD at:
· WEBSITE: www.radld.org 

· FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/radld.page

· TWITTER: https://twitter.com/RADLDcam 

· YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com/user/RALLIcampaign
· INSTAGRAM: www.instagram.com/radldcam/
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